PRESS RELEASE – FEBRUARY 12, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Jeanne Hicks, Clerk of the Superior Court in Yavapai County, announced today that a link has been added to the Clerk’s website for the media and public to easily access documents filed with her offices in high profile cases.

The need for such a website quickly became evident when the various news agencies began contacting her offices for information and copies of documents in the State vs. James Arthur Ray case filed earlier this week.

Ms. Hicks’ staff worked with the IT staff of the Administrative Office of the Courts of the Supreme Court of Arizona and the MIS staff of Yavapai County to develop the link.  As documents are filed, clerk staff will upload them into the site enabling the media and the public to view and print documents from their own computers.

The website address is: http://www.co.yavapai.az.us/clerksupct.aspx .  On the left side of the screen will be listed the option “High Profile Cases.”  By clicking on this option a list of cases will be displayed.  When a person selects the name of the case they want to view, a list of documents available for viewing will appear.  One needs only to click on the document title to open the image of the document for viewing and/or printing.

To the right of the screen displaying the High Profile Cases is a “Subscribe” option.  By selecting this option, a person may leave an e-mail address to which an automatic notification will be sent whenever new documents are added to the case folder.  Clerk staff will check the file daily to assure availability of currently filed documents.  Ms. Hicks advised, however, that if specific documents are ordered sealed by law or by the judge, such documents will not be available to the media or the public from either the website or from the actual file kept in her office.

Ms. Hicks further stated that having the site assures fair and timely release of documents to all media in high profile cases at no charge for such copies.  Ms. Hicks is confident that the savings in staff time keeping up with the many requests for copies of documents in high profile cases more than offsets the usual charge of $0.50 per page customarily charged for copies of court documents.

Questions regarding use of the site or availability of documents from the site should be directed to Kathrine Gibbs, Administrative Aide to Ms. Hicks, at 928/771-3312.
