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State Bar L.D. No. 005188

Attorney for The Verde Ditch Company

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF YAVAPAI

GEORGE W. HANCE, et al., No. P1300CV4772

Plaintiffs, Division 1

)
)
)
)
VS. ) PETITION REQUESTING
) CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL
WALES ARNOLD, et ux., et al., )
In the matter of VERDE DITCH )
COMPANY, )
)
)
)

OF THE PUBLIC LAW 110-343, TITLE
II GRANT FROM THE USDA FOREST
SERVICE AND FOR AUTHORITY TO
ENTERINTO CONTRACT WITH THE

Defendants. USDA FOREST SERVICE

Ex Parte

John Teague, Vernon Hilbers, Albert Dupuy, Jr., Jeff Cochrane and David Myers,
Commissioners of the Verde Ditch Company, through undersigned counsel, pursuant to Section
11 of the Rules and Regulations for the Operation of the Verde Ditch, dated October 17, 1989,
respectfully request that the Court review and approve a Grant application to the United States
Department of Agriculture Forest Service for Infrastructure Improvements for Water Conveyance
Efficiency under Public Law 110-343, Title II (hereinafter “the Grant”). The Commissioners

further request the Court authorize the Commissioners, on behalf of the Verde Ditch Company,
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to execute a Grant contract with the USDA Forest Service to perform the work envisioned pursuant
to the terms of the Grant and Contract, and to execute and deliver all documentation necessary to
effectuate and complete the terms of the Contract on behalf of the Verde Ditch Company.

BACKGROUND

L. The Rules and Regulations of the Verde Ditch Company do not provide that the
Commissioners may seek or accept a grant. In this instance, the Verde Ditch Company has been
working with representatives of the Nature Conservancy to address possible improvements to
increase the efficiency of the Verde Ditch, reduce turbidity and implement current technological
advances that provide additional safety and improved water management practices.

2. The Grant will allow the Verde Ditch Company to undertake three types of projects
to improve the water delivery, including:

a. Installation of telemetry devices at five (5) locations along the Ditch to
allow monitoring of the Verde Ditch system and water flows with real-time
data which reflect water flows, blockages, unusual water fluctuations and
water delivery uses.

b. Replacement of five (5) existing turnout gates and structures to reduce
leakage at existing head gates at various locations along the Ditch; and
providing measuring sites to document flows from the various turnouts.

C. Installation of concrete erosion control structures designed to increase bank
protection and reduce sedimentation, thereby reducing turbidity, increasing
water efficiency and reducing maintenance costs. The Verde Ditch
Company has previously installed concrete buffers in several locations

along the Verde Ditch. Based upon the results of those placements, the
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Commissioners believe that such devices are a sustainable solution, safer
and more cost effective than pipelines or other erosion control procedures
previously utilized. The concrete buffers are a continuing attempt to
effectively and efficiently provide water from the Verde River to the Verde
Ditch shareholders along the approximate 18 miles of Ditch.

3. The Commissioners believe improvements which the Grant funding provides are
in the best interests of the Verde Ditch Company and its shareholders as it will improve the
infrastructure of the Ditch, efficiency of the water delivery system, provide state of the art
technology for flow monitoring and erosion control structures to enhance the normal operation,
provide enhanced safety features and significantly reduce maintenance costs for the Verde Ditch
water delivery system. Additionally, the improvements will implement methodologies that
improve water quality and conservation techniques.

4. The Grant proposal is supported by the following individuals and entities:

a. Celeste Gordon, Verde District Ranger - Prescott National Forest;

b. Debbie Maneely, Yav. County Title Il RAC - Prescott National Forest;

c. Linda Wolfe Buchanan, Community Education Coordinator - Yavapai
College - Verde Valley Campus;

d. Jodi Allen, Chair - Verde Natural Resource Conservation District;

e. Alan Buchanan, Camp Verde Town Council, Sierra Verde H.O.A. Board

of Directors, and Arizona Cottages, L.L.C.
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5. Attached hereto are copies of the Grant proposal (Project Submission Form), as
approved by the USDA Forest Service and a copy of the Grant Contract (Exhibits 1, and 2
respectively).

6. Generally, the work to be performed will require a dry ditch and a coordinated
construction schedule. Absent adverse weather or other impediments, the Commissioners believe
that a substantial portion of the work can be performed during the normal 2012-2013 winter
maintenance schedule. The Verde Ditch proposes to use existing maintenance and reserve funds
budgeted for 2012-2013 of the Verde Ditch Company to pay the initial costs to purchase, construct
and install the improvements. The Verde Ditch Company anticipates reimbursement of funds as
construction progresses so that the Verde Ditch Company’s available funds would not all be
expended during the construction cycle. By careful scheduling and coordination, payments to
contractors and timely collection of reimbursement(s) as construction progresses, the Verde Ditch
Commissioners believe that the entire project can be completed without the need for further
changes in Ditch assessments or adverse impact on other regularly scheduled water maintenance
or budgeted summer operational expenses. If progress is delayed or reimbursements are delayed,
then the Commissioners plan to extend completion of the total project to encompass the 2013-

2014 winter maintenance period.

7. The Verde Ditch Company will file periodic reports with the Court on the status
of the project.
8. In the event that unforeseen factors prevent completion, the Verde Ditch

Commissioners have an alternative plan to segment completion of the project so that the adopted

budget and other reserves of the Verde Ditch Company are not compromised.
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ability to seek additional funding for similar type grapts in the

[clr

9.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED thj of

Pursuant to the information provided, the Verde Ditch Company will have the

ture if the project is successful.

By,

7l(lchard Esq.
w Offices of L. Ri¢hard Mabery, P.C.
234 North Montezuma Street

Prescott, Arizona 86301
Attorney for The Verde Ditch Company
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2008 - 2011 SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS
PuBLic LAwW 110-343
TITLE Il PROJECT SUBMISSION FORM
USDA FOREST SERVICE

Name of Resource Advisory Committee:
Project Number (Assigned by Designated Federal Official):
Funding Fiscal Year(s):

2. Project Name: Infrastructuxe Improvements for Water 3a. State Ar1zona

Conveyance Efﬁclency ; 3b. County(s) Yavapal
4 ' 4, PrOJect Submltted By Verde Dltch Assoc1auon 5 Date: June 8, 2011 !
; 6. Contact Phﬂﬂe Nuluuel . (928) 300-4578 7 Contact E-mall alduyuy@aldlﬁbl com :

8. Project Location: Verde Valley

a. National Forest(s): Prescott National Forest | b. Forest Service District: Verde Ranger District

c. Location (Township-Range-Section): T 14N R 4E Sections 13, 14, 24, 25; T 14N R 5E Sections 30, 31, 32;
T 13N R 4E Sections 1, 6; T 13N R 5E Sections 7, 8, 17, 20, 21, 28, 34

9. Project Goals and Objectives: Enable improved management of water in the Verde Ditch to benefit

fish, wildlife and people by upgrading ditch infrastructure to reduce wasted water and erosion of ditch
banks.

Objectives:
1) Install a telemetry system to notify ditch managers of flows throughout the ditch system in order
to inform management.
2) Replace 5 leaking turn out gates along the Verde Ditch to reduce waste.
3) Install erosion control structures to reduce bank erosion and sedimentation to the river as well as
increasing water velocity within the ditch to reduce conveyance time.

10. Project Description:
a. Brief: (in one sentence)

Upgrade infrastructute of the Verde Ditch to improve flows and water quality in the Verde River.

b. Detailed:

3 Through this project, the Verde Ditch Association will undertake 3 activities to improve water delivery

| through an aging, 18 mile-long ditch. The first will be to install telemetry at 5 locations along the ditch to
| inform management of the system. The second will be to install 5 modern turn-out gates that will
eliminate leaks along the ditch that can total over 4 cubic feet per second (cfs). Finally, the ditch
association will install erosion control structures that will reduce sediment load in the Verde River, as well
as improve transmission of water through the ditch.

Background
Within the Verde Valley, The Verde River has seven large diversions to that divert surface water for
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irrigation of crop lands, lawns and recteational uses. A portion of this water is consumptively used,
meaning it does not return to the river. The majority of the water diverted does return to the rivet;
howevet, the diversions create stretches of river that go dty ot are severely dewaterd. Movement of fish
and aquatic animals is inhibited by diversion structures and dry stretches and water quality may be
impaired due to return flows. Additionally, recreational oppottunities are impacted by reduced flows.

The cutrent primitive diversion structures in the river do not allow for ditch managers to adjust the
amount of water diverted from the river. These structures are traditional push-up dams that direct the
majority of the flow into the ditch system. At various points along the ditch there are spillways back to
the river to control the volume of water that is moved through the ditch; some of these returns are with a
quatter of a mile of the initial diversion while others are a mile or mote away. Most of the ditches run
excess water all the way to the terminus of the ditch before spilling it back into the river.

The Verde Ditch is one of the largest diversions within the Verde Valley, serving the west side of the river
from just upstream of 1-17 all the way down to Beasley Flats. Water diverted into the Verde Ditch could
contribute to improved flows in almost half of the Verde Valley for fish, wildlife and people. The Verde
Ditch is mostly an unlined dirt ditch with limited sections of pipeline. The diversion structure is a
primitive push-up dam constructed of boulders and sediments, which diverts the majority of the river into
the ditch. The ptimary ditch runs to almost a mile from the diversion structure to the headgate where
uneeded water is returned back to the river. The ditch takes anywhere from 30 to 70 cfs through the
headgate depending on season and river level. The Verde ditch serves about 1,450 actes of irrigated lands
and more than 680 users. This reptesents about 25% of the itrigated acres within the Verde Valley.

Telemetry Systems

The first step in managing water is to understand how much water is available and where it is. Telemetry
systems have greatly improved management of ditch systems throughout the west by providing whole
system, teal-time data to inform efficient delivery of watet. Telemetry enables ditch operatots to evaluate
water levels in their ditch from a remote location. This also enables them to get a good understanding of
what is happening throughout the ditch system without having to drive along the entire system which is
time and resource consuming. This enables real-time understanding and response to potential problems
or waste within the ditch system. It will also enable the ditch association to analyze patterns of use and
identify future efficiency projects.

The Verde Ditch Association has invested over $15,000 in the installation of weir structures at key
locations along the ditch to improve the understanding of water distribution throughout the ditch. Weirs
are measuring structures installed in the ditch to enable accurate measurement of flows. In cooperation
with The Nature Conservancy, two continuous measuring devices have been installed to initiate data
collection. However, these structures alone do not provide real-time, whole system feedback that can be
achieved with telemetry. With the investments that have alteady been made, an additional investment of
approximately $3,500 per site ($17,500 for 5 sites) is needed to purchase high quality, solar operated,
cellular telemetty. Installation costs will be provided by in-kind services from The Nature Conservancy
staff and Verde Ditch Association members. Telemetry equipment purchased from Agri-Tech
Engineeting was recently installed on the Diamond S Ditch and any lessons learned from that installation
will be applied to this project.

Replacement of Turnout Gates

Turn-out gates along a ditch are critical for proper management of flows. They enable the ditch managers
to return water back to the river in case of high water or emetgencies such as clogs or leaks along the
ditch system. The Verde Ditch currently has 5 old turn-out gates that leak continuously. The leaks vaty
with water levels in the ditch but can range from almost 1 cfs to 3 cfs. By reducing these leaks, the total
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need of diverted water can be reduced which improves flows through the lower Verde Valley — a benefit
to fish and wildlife. Additionally, this stretch of the tiver is very popular for boating and fishing.
Typically, flows at White Bridge (a very popular put-in for boaters) can be as low as 20 cfs in summer
months making it undesirable to float. A small increase in flow of 4 cfs has significant benefits.

Through this project, the Ditch Association will replace the 5 leaking headgates at a cost of approximately
$45,000. Actual equipment cost is projected at $6,000 per gate and installation will need to be contracted
out to a professional with heavy equipment. The Verde Ditch Association will provide staff time to
supetvise and monitor the installation to insure neighbors are not affected and work is completed to a
high standard. Additionally, the ditch association will install flumes at each of the turnout gates to
measure any water returned to the tiver during normal ditch management.

Erosion Control Structures

Sedimentation has been identified as a concern in the Verde River as it influences the ability of wildlife.
Sediment is introduced into the Verde River through floods, ovetland flows, and other natural and human
caused soutces. The amount of sediment contributed from ditches overall has not been quantified. The
amount of sediment introduced into the Verde River from the Verde Ditch has not been studied;
however, qualitative obsetvations suggest that many areas along the ditch contribute sediment. By lining
sections of ditch with concrete blocks (known as “heavies”) the width of the ditch can be constricted to a
narrower width to reduce erosion and improve water conveyance. Just the sides of the ditch will be lined,
not the bottom. This activity provides both water quality and quantity benefits.

The Verde Ditch Association will use funds from this grant to putchase concrete blocks and the '
association will provide all costs to transport and install the concrete. A minimum of 4 areas of erosion
will be addtessed through this grant. If time and money allows, additional sites will be addressed.

Summary

The Verde Ditch Association faces a difficult challenge in deliveting water to all of their clients.
Historically, ditch association fees have been low and most patrons are unwilling to have rates increased
to a level high enough to meet the rising costs of management, let alone to address water quantity and
quality issues in the river. The ditch association is under no legal obligation to increase flows in the Verde
River for fish, wildlife or people. Each of these projects benefits the ditch company by improving its
efficiency as well as benefitting the surrounding human and natural communities.

The Verde Ditch Association strives to be a leader in the community by setting an example of serving
their usets to preserve the agrarian nature of the Verde Valley while improving their water management to
benefit people and nature. These projects are designed to enhance the normal and regular maintenance
of the ditch system.

11. Types of Lands Involved?

State/Private/Other lands involved? D] Yes [ JNo
Land Status:

If Yes, specify: The Verde Ditch traverses the west side of the Verde River for 18 miles from
Horseshoe Bend above I-17 to just north of Beasley Flats. The projects will all occur within the ditch
tight of way which may be on public and private lands. The benefits of this project will reach from the
headgate of the Verde Ditch through the Verde Valley and down through the Wild & Scenic reach of the
tivet.
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12. How does the proposed project meet purposes of the Legislation? (Check at least 1)

Improves maintenance of existing infrastructure.

Implements stewardship objectives that enhance forest ecosystems.

BX] Restores and improves land health.

Restores water quality

13. Project Type
a. Check all that apply: (check at least 1)

l:] Road Maintenance [ ] Trail Maintenance
[] Road Decommission/Obliteration [ Trail Obliteration

X Other Infrastructure Maintenance (specify): Upgrades aging irrigation system

(] Soil Productivity Improvement [C] Forest Health Improvement

X] Watershed Restoration & Maintenance Wildlife Habitat Restoration

Fish Habitat Restoration [] Control of Noxious Weeds

[] Reestablish Native Species [] Fuels Management/Fire Prevention
[[] Implement CWPP Project ] Other Project Type (specify):

b. Primary Purpose (select only 1): Watershed Restoration & Maintenance

Miles of road maintained: 0

Miles of road decommissioned/obliterated: 0

Number of structures maintained/improved: 14 (5 turnouts, 5 weirs, and 4 corners)

Acres of soil productivity improved: 0

Miles of stream/river restored/improved: 18 +

Miles of fish habitat restored/improved: 18 +

Acres of native species reestablished: Over 18 miles of river

Acres of hazardous fuel treatment: 0

Miles of trail maintained: 0

Miles of trail obliterated: 0

Acres of forest health improved (including fuels reduction): 0

Acres of rangeland improved: 0

Acres of wildlife habitat restored/improved: 153 (18 miles about with an average of 70 foot width)
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Acres of noxious weeds controlled: 0

Timber volume generated (mbf): 0

Jobs generated in full time equivalents (FTE) to nearest tenth. One FTE is 52 forty hour weeks:approximately
0.08 FTE

People reached (for environmental education projects/fire prevention): 0

Direct economic activity benefit: $67,900

Other:
15. Estimated Project Start Date: 16. Estimated Project Completion Date:
September 1, 2011 September 1, 2012

17. List known partnerships or collaborative opportunities.
The Nature Conservancy

18. Identify benefits to communities.
1. Improve water delivery system for 680 people - about 25% of irrigated lands in the Verde
Valley.
2. Improve flows and water quality in the Verde River for the benefit of fish and wildlife.
3. Improve flows for recreational use of the Verde River.

19. How does the project benefit federal lands/resources?
1. Improve flows and water quality in the Verde River for the benefit of fish and wildlife
2. Improve flows for recreational use of the Verde Valley which include lands owned by Prescott
National Forest

20. What is the Proposed Method(s) of Accomplishment? (check at least 1)

Contract I:] Federal Workforce

[C] County Workforce 1 Volunteers

[] Grant [] Agreement

[] Americorps N ] YCC/CCC Crews o

[[] Job Corps [C] Stewardship Contract

[C] Merchantable Timber Pilot Other (specify): Ditch Association Staff/Members
21. Will the Project Generate Merchantable Timber? [ ] Yes No

22. Anticipated Project Costs

a. Title II Funds Requested:

b. Is this a multi-year funding request? ] Yes [ ] No

23. Identify Source(s) of Other Funding:
Verde Ditch Association general funds
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24. Monitoring Plan (provide as attachment)

a. Provide a plan that describes your process for tracking and explaining the effects of this project
on your environmental and community goals outlined above.

b. Identify who will conduct the monitoring:

c. Identify total funding needed to carry out specified monitoring tasks (Worksheet 1, Item k):

25. Identify remedies for failure to comply with the terms of the agreement.
If project cannot be completed under the terms of this agreement:

Unused funds will be returned to the RAC account.

[] Other, please explain:

Project Recommended By: Project Approved By:
/s/ (INSERT Signature) /s/ (INSERT Signature)
Chairperson Forest Supervisor
Resource Advisory Committee National Forest
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Project Cost Analysis Worksheet
Worksheet 1

Column A Column B Column C Column D
Fed. Agency Requested Other Total

Appropriated Title I Contributions Available
Contribution Contribution Funds

| j. Materials & Supplies

k. Monitoring

| 1. Other
1.
2, Partner Indirect Cost

| m. Project Sub-Total
|

| n. F'S Indirect Costs

a. Pre-NEPA Costs

g. Includes Contracting/Grant Officer Representative (COR) costs. Excludes
Contracting/Grant Officer costs.

i. Cost of implementing project

1. Examples include overhead charges from other partners, vehicles, equipment
rentals, travel, etc.

n. Forest Service indirect costs, including contracting/grant officer costs if
needed.
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Attachment A. Monitoring Plan

Provide a plan that describes your process for tracking and explaining the effects of this project on
your environmental and community goals outlined above.

a. Identify who will conduct the monitoring:

c. Identify total funding needed to carry out specified monitoring tasks (Worksheet 1, Item k):

The three objectives of this project are:
1) Install a telemetry system to notify ditch managers of flows throughout the ditch system in order
to inform management.
2) Replace 5 leaking turn out gates along the Verde Ditch to reduce waste.
3) Install erosion control structures to reduce bank erosion and sedimentation to the river as well as
increasing water velocity within the ditch to reduce conveyance time.

The Verde Ditch Association will be responsible for insuring that each of these objectives is met. As there
is not good baseline data, incremental changes to flow are difficult to measure. Success for each activity
will be documented as follows.

Objective: Install a telemetty system to notify ditch managets of flows throughout the ditch system in
order to inform management.

The Verde Ditch will insure that the telemetty system is installed and operating effectively. A summary of
the data collected will be provided with the final report

Objective: Replace 5 leaking tutn out gates along the Verde Ditch to reduce waste.

Turnout gates will be installed during winter maintenance petiod. Installation will be inspected by ditch
association staff to verify the quality of work. During the first month of operation, ditch association staff
will verify that the turnout gates are not leaking. If any leaking is detected, efforts will be made to repair
the leak. Staff will continue to verify that leaks are not occurting throughout the irrigation season. Photos
of each site will be submitted with the final report.

Objective: Install erosion control structures to reduce bank erosion and sedimentation to the river as well
as increasing water velocity within the ditch to reduce conveyance time.

Structures will be completed duting winter maintenance period when the ditch is dry. Structures will be

inspected once the ditch begins delivering watet in the spring to assess their functionality. Photos will be
provided with final report to illustrate the improvements.
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Attachment B: Verde Ditch Association System Map
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Attachment C: Letters of Support and Approval

Email approval from Celeste Gordon, Disttict Ranger for the Verde Ranger District
Linda Wolfe Buchanan (Yavapai College Community Education Coordinator and local citizen)
The Nature Conservancy
Verde Natural Resource Conservation District
Alan Buchanan, (Camp Verde town council member)

ARl
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Kimberly Schonek

From: Celeste A Gordon [cgordon@fs.fed us]
Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2011 3 36 PM
To: Kimberly Schonek

Cc: Debbie Maneely, Linda L Jackson
Subject: Re’ Verde Ditch Association RAC Grant
Attachments: pic08425 gff; pic31907 gif

Kim, I support the TNC Title II Secure Rural Schools Grant proposal to work with the Verde
Ditch Co to improve the watershed for the Verde River.

Pls put this email with your Application. Thks
Celeste Gordon

Verde District Ranger

Prescott National Forest

(928) 567-1130

email: cgordon@fs.fed.us

...................................................................

"Kimberly

Schonek"

<kschonek@tnc.org To

> "Celeste A Gordon"
<cgordon@fs.fed.us>

06/08/2011 11:27 cc

AM

Subject
Verde Ditch Association RAC Grant

Hi Celeste,

The Verde Ditch Association is planning to submit a RAC grant this Friday.

Could you please provide a letter of support for this project? The project outline is below,
this is an excellent opertunity to start modernizing the aging ditch systems in the Verde
Valley which has significant benefits to fish and wildlife. Additionally this will improve
flow through the lower Verde Valley which is popular for boating and includes two popular
USFS kayak put-ins, the White Bridge and West €lear Creek sites..

Kim

Through this project the Verde Ditch Association will undertake 3 types of projects to
improve the water delivery through an aging, 18 mile long ditch. The first will be to
install telemetry at 5 locations along the ditch to inform management of the system. The
second will be to install 5 modern turn-cut gates that will eliminate leaks along the ditch

1



Linda Wolfe Buchanan

Community Education Coordinator
Yavapai College — Verde Valley Campus
601 Black Hills Drive

Clarkdale, Arizona 86324

June 9, 2011
Re: Verde Ditch Improvements, RAC Funding, 2011
To-whom it may concern:

Please accept this letfer of support as my affirmation of the value and importance of the Verde
Ditch improvements under your consideration for funding.

As commiunity educatio coordinator at Yavapai College — Verde Valley Campus, I have
realized multiple opportunities to organize and/or facilitate local and regional forums on the
Verde Riven, and related water resource management issues.

Addifiottally, as a shiatehiolder on the Verde Ditch, the OK Ditch, and the Pioneer Ditch, I'm
keerily aware of the importance of becoming a more educated, informed, and conservative water

user. The Verde Ditch funding application under your consideration meets these multiple
objectives.

The-opportunity to feplace Verde Ditch turt-out gates, improve erosion control techniques, and
augment water usage monitoring with modern telemetry, aré all value-added propositions.

Additionally, the Verde Ditch is demonstrating admirable leadership and foresight in its
willingness t0 commit private resources for the public good.

1 believe the Verde Ditch improvement project experiences and dafa, as tested and documented

undercommissioner, Al Dypuy; will enhance the efforts of other imrigation companics
throughout the Verde:River watershed.

Plass take this opportunity to-validate the conservation efforts of thie Verde Ditch by making a
grant award to further thejr injtiative.

Sincerely,

Liuda Wolfe Buchanan
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115 5. McCormick, Sulte 2 Tel (828) 717-2843 nalureorg
Prescoit, AZ 86303 Fax (828) 717-2638

June 7, 2011

Yavapai County Title 11 RAC
Aun: Debbie Maneely
Prescott National Forest

344 S Cortez St

Prescott AZ 86303

Re: Letter of Endorsement
Dear Yavapai County Title II RAC Review Panel,

1t is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the proposal “Verde Ditch Association
Infrastructure Improvements™ being subinitted to the Yavapai County RAC Program by
Verde Ditch Association. The Conservancy is excited to collaborate with the Verde
Ditch to improve their water delivery system to enable more efficient conveyance and
deliver of water, This effort will increase river flows to 2 low flow reach of the river
which improves conditions for native fish and wildlife. [twill also improve the qualiry of
water that teturns to the river by reducing erosion within the ditch system which has
benefits the full length of the Verde River down 1o the reservoirs.

The Natuse Conservancy is working 1o improving flows in the Verde River through the
Verde Valley. Ditch associations control the surface water diversions in this reach of the
river and aiding them in upgrading and modernizing their itrigation systems has benefits
for the whole community. The Verde River and the plants and animals that it supports

. are an agset to the communiry. Improving river conditions benefits US Forest Service
lands within the Verde Valley as well as through the Wild & Scenic reach of the river.

This proposal is an ideal fit for this project for the RAC Program as it will address
watershed restoration, preservation and maintenance, sestoration, 4s well as maintenance
and improvement of wildlife and fish habitar along the Verde River.

" Sincerely,
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